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Consensus Statement

Clinical Cats are to ion owing to their unique metabolism and specific
nutritional requirements. Moreover, thejr nature as a species means they are susceptible to stress in
the hospital environment, which may result in reduced food intake; previous negative experiences may
& compound the problem. In particular, an inappropriate clinic environment and/or handling may cause
or exacerbate inappetence in hospitalised patients, with negative impacts on recovery. Postponing
+ interventions such as feeding tube placement to await improvement, owing to clinician or caregiver
apprehension, may hinder recovery and worsen nutritional deficits.
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